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Mr. President, 

 

Please allow me to begin by thanking the Independent Expert for her Report on 

the issue of human rights obligations related to access to, and delivery of, safe drinking 

water and sanitation services and the responsibility of the participation of non-State 

service providers in this context.  

The availability of fresh water has now become correlated more obviously to 

human rights like the right to life and health. While in the Millennium Development 

Goals (MDGs) the international community has set itself the goal of halving by 2015 the 

number of people globally without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic 

sanitation, nearly 900 million people today continue to rely on unimproved water 

sources for their drinking, cooking and other basic needs. Today, approximately 2.5 

billion people around the world - approximately half the developing world - are 

unserved by improved sanitation conditions. As a result, nearly 1.8 million children 

under the age of 5 die annually from diarrhoeal diseases (such as cholera, typhoid and 

dysentery) attributable to a lack of safe drinking water and basic sanitation options. 

Many other human illnesses can be traced back directly to the inadequate supply of 

fresh water for drinking and basic hygiene1.   

Many obstacles impede progress toward achieving the proposed goals, not least 

the inability of administrators to ensure a fair distribution of water resources in the 

peripheral areas and slums of large urban centres because of lack of funding or technical 

capacity. Poor people often suffer, not so much from a scarcity of water itself, but rather 

from the economic inability to access it2. According to current and prevalent thinking, 

water primarily is regarded as a commodity, and its price should be based on the 

principle of profit. This concept is based on the theory that the cost of everything usable 

must be covered by the consumer, the one who pulls a utility from its use. Thus, in line 

with such thinking, even the poorest people should “pay” for access to the fifty liters of 

drinking water considered by the World Health Organization for minimal daily 
 

1United Nations Environment Program. The Greening of Water Law: Managing Freshwater Resources for People 

and the Environment. New York: 2010. 
2 As noted in the 2006 report of the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), entitled Beyond scarcity: Power, 

poverty and the global water crisis. 



subsistence. But it is impossible today to talk about "common good", or about respect 

for fundamental human rights, without taking into account the right to live in a healthy 

environment. Water is a social, economic and environmental asset whose management 

must be based on social responsibility, a mentality of ecological behaviour and of 

solidarity within countries and globally. The dignity and wellbeing of the human 

person must be the central point of convergence of all issues related to development, 

environment, and water. It follows that access to water should be available to everyone 

now and in the future since without it people cannot be actors of their own 

development. In particular, everyone, including the poor, should be engaged in 

decisions and policy-making related to water management. 

The fight against poverty and hunger requires more and more targeted 

interventions and solidarity in order to guarantee universal access to water for personal 

survival, health, and for the development of agriculture and the production of food. 

Thus, the Catholic Church teaches that “by its very nature water cannot be treated as just 

another commodity among many, and it must be used rationally and in solidarity with others. 

The distribution of water is traditionally among the responsibilities that fall to public agencies, 

since water is considered a public good. If water distribution is entrusted to the private sector it 

should still be considered a public good…. Without water, life is threatened. Therefore, the right 

to safe drinking water is a universal and inalienable right”.3 

 

Mr. President, once again we state our appreciation for the Report presented to 

the Council. In conclusion, my Delegation would like to underscore the State’s and the 

private sector’s synergy and responsibility in sub-contracting water and sanitation 

services and in adopting targeted measures to reach the most marginalized; in 

developing research facilities for an efficient use of water in urban conglomerates and 

in agriculture; in controlling the use of chemical fertilizers for their impact on rivers and 

underground water bearing strata and the consequent dangers on health; in 

highlighting the cost efficient ways that the management and provision of water 

resources, water services and sanitation contribute in addressing the Millennium 

Development Goals. 

 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

 

 

 
3Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, #485, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2004, 

 http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/justpeace/documents/rc_pc_justpeace_doc_20060526_compendio-

dott-soc_en.htm  
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