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Madame President,
The Delegation of the Holy See follows with great concern the dramatic and
growing episodes of violence in Syria which have caused many victims and grave
suffering. On this occasion I wish to reiterate the repeated appeals of the Holy Father to
the faithful to pray that the effort for reconciliation may prevail over division and
resentment,1 and to the Authorities and all the citizens to spare no effort in the search
for the common good and in the acceptance of legitimate aspirations for a future of
peace and stability.2
Madame President,
The events which have occurred in the past months in Syria have been born from
the desire for a better future of economic well-being, justice, freedom and participation
in public life and they point to the urgent necessity of real reforms in social, economic
and political life. It is nevertheless highly desirable that these developments do not take
place through intolerance, discrimination or conflict, and even less through violence,
but rather through absolute respect for truth, for coexistence, for the legitimate rights of
individuals and groups, as well as for reconciliation. Such principles must guide leaders
while taking account of the aspirations of civil society as well as the instances of the
international community.3
Madame President,
The Delegation of the Holy See expresses its condolences to the families of the
victims and prays for the recovery of the wounded. May peace soon prevail and allow
a renewed society to look with hope to a future where the innate dignity of every person
is respected.
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Post-Angelus Appeal, 7 August 2011.
Appeal at the conclusion of the Regina Caeli prayer, Sunday, 15 May 2011.
3 Cf. Speech of the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI to the Ambassador of Syria to the Holy See on the occasion of the
presentation of Credential Letters, 9 June 2011.
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